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God hath prepaied the greeny heibs like Khizrs all around

To rescue those who have been whelmed amid the seas of bane. *

To draw the tender herbs from forth the prison dure of earth

The grace of God hath fashioned into cords the falling rain. 2

Belike this verdant sward is e'en the Resurrection-field,

And so upon one foot there standeth many and many a plane. 3

Say, are they tulips, those that show upon the meadow fair,

Or are they Tartar musk-pods lying there with gory stain;4

Or elsewise rolls of musk the which the tulip-land hath wrapped

In crimson say, as offering to the gaiden-bride full fain?5

The tulips put theriaca their ruby pots within

What time they saw the river creeping snake-like o'er the plain. 6

The streamlet goes to kiss the ground before some cypress dear,

And wandering round and round, it sings the while a sweet refrain.

Illumining mine eyes, the lawn hath shown to them the sun

And all the floret-stars the which the meadow-skies contain. 7

1  For Khizr, who is geneially conceived as clad in green, and his work of
rescuing the faithful, see vol. I, p. 172, n. I.

2  The  heavy showers  seem as if formed of cords of rain, cords by which
the  green  herbs are drawn up, like Joseph out of the pit, from their under-
ground winter prison.

3  To stand on one foot, only the toe-tips of the other touching the ground,
is  with  the  poets,  the conventional attitude of awe; thus it is often said to
be assumed by courtiers and others when in the presence of kings.

Here of course the trunk of the tree suggests the one foot or leg.

4  The 'musk-pod' is the cyst or gland of the musk-deer which contains the
fluid whence  musk is  obtained. See vol. I, p. 294, n. 4. Tartary or Cathay
(Khata) and China are the native regions of the musk-deer.

Here the  red  tulips  are conceived as these musk-pods freshly taken from
the animals, and consequently stained with blood.
6 See p. 68, n. 2.

6  Theriaca  or Theriack  (Tiryaq), a  famous  medicine against the bites or
stings  of serpents and other venomous creatures. The most reputed was that
of clraq  or  Baghdad.  It was equivalent to the 'Venetian treacle' of Europe.

Here  the black  centre of the tulip represents the theriack, the red petals
being the ruby pot containing it.

7  If one had  very  stiong  sight, one could see the stars while the sun is
shining.  Here  the poet says that the gieenness of the lawn has so refreshed
and  strengthened  his  eyes  that  he  can not only look on the sun (the sun-
flower?), but at the same time see all the stars (flowers) in the sky (meadow).

Among the reasons for comparing the meadow to the sky is its colour, green
and blue being, as already said (vol. I, p. 151, n. 3), reckoned shades of one colour.